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What would your first response be if a nine-point earthquake hit the Eastside within the next 10 minutes?  A major earthquake is a reality that has the potential to quickly change our region forever. During the winter of 2006 the Eastside was deluged with severe flooding, massive wind and snow storms knocking out entire areas for days.  The Eastside, however, is vulnerable to a much greater threat.  

Team One’s focus is on a neighborhood readiness campaign since research shows that the first people on whom you will rely for immediate help following a disaster are your neighbors.  The neighborhood preparedness training gives communities confidence and competency needed to take action during a disaster, which ultimately frees up our local emergency responders to assist with more extreme emergencies.  

Our team partnered with the Washington State Department of Emergency Management to pilot Map Your Neighborhood.  Through this training neighbors receive a booklet and learn three key action items in a 90 minute meeting.

1) Nine steps to take immediately following a disaster.  

2) Identification of neighborhood skills and an equipment inventory

3) A detailed map of the neighborhood which marks gas meters, gathering sites and lists contact information which identifies elderly, children, pets and people with special needs.  

Team One rolled out this training to the Eastside communities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Klahanie, Kennydale, and Duvall.  Our plan is to make Map Your Neighborhood a sustainable program by implementing a Train the Trainer program in other neighborhoods, homeowners associations and communities.   
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